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Julius Caesar Act I Study Guide

Scene I
1.  Why is Flavius bothering the commoners?

2.  How is the cobbler able to manipulate Marullus?  Give two examples.  
3.  What reason is given by the tradesmen for being in the streets?  
4.  What does Marullus argue are the reasons against celebrating?  What does he instruct them to do?  

5.  Who is Pompey?  What is the Feast of Lupercal?

6.  What do Marullus and Flavius leave to do at the scene’s end?  For what reason?

Scene II
1.  How does Caesar instruct Calpurnia and Antony to act?  Why?
2.  What does the Soothsayer say to Caesar?  When is it?  How does Caesar respond?
3.  What literary terms can be applied to Brutus’ explanation of his mood to Cassius?  Does he go into detail about why?
4.  What is Cassius doing during his discussion with Brutus?  How does he serve as a mirror?
5.  What does Brutus fear?  What things are at the route of his motivation?

6.  What is Cassius’ argument against Caesar?  What physical problems does he inform the audience of?
7.  How does Cassius seem to view fate?  

8.  How does Brutus respond to the insinuations of Cassius in regards to Caesar?

9.  What does Cassius’ final comments to Brutus chow about his (Brutus’) character?

10. What bias is shown by Caesar?  Is he a good judge of character based on what we’ve seen?  Is Antony?
11. What character flaws are shown by Caesar?  Physical flaws?
12. What were the three uproars heard during Cassius and Brutus’ conversation?  What is Casca’s interpretation of the events that occurred?  What is falling sickness?
13.  What is Casca’s view of the crowd?  What happened to Murellus and Flavius?
14.  What appointments do Cassius have for tomorrow?

15.  Within his soliloquy, what is discussed by Cassius?  How does he see Brutus?
Scene III

1.  What “natural” disasters are described by Casca as happening?  What character seems to be connected to these occurrences?  Why? 

2.   What warning is provided by Cicero?
3.  Rather than cower in fear, Cassius thinks of causes, how does Cassius interpret the signs in nature?

4.  What tempts Cassius to suicide?  Is this just a show?  Justify.
5.  What does the agreement between Casca and Cassius mean?  
6.  What errand is Cinna sent on?  Where do Casca and Cassius head?  For what cause?
END OF ACT

1. What wrongs are being committed by Caesar that lead men to turn on him?
2. Who is the driving force in this act?  Why?  What strengths does he show?  How?

3. What kind of man is Brutus seen to be?  Why would he be important to Cassius’ cause?
