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Julius Caesar Act II Study Guide

Act II Scene 1
1.  Who is Lucius?  What does he do for Brutus?
2.  What does Brutus discuss in his soliloquy?  What does he decide?
3.  Who finds the Cassius letters?  How does Brutus see them?  How does Brutus react to them?    
4.  What is liminality?  What effects does it have on Brutus?    

5.  How does Brutus show he now in control of the conspiracy?  Why do you think they fall in line so easily based on what we know of him?
6.  What grounds does Brutus have for going against the 3 suggestions of the group?

7.  What kind of murder is this?  What does Brutus attempt to make it?  Is this possible?

8.  Why does Cassius think that Caesar won’t go to the Capitol the following day?  What will be done about it?
9.  Why does Brutus decide to include Ligarius?  
10.  What reasons might they have to keep this plan a secret? (opinion)
11.  What concerns do Portia have for her husband?  What does this show about their relationship?
12.  What methods are used by Portia to convince her husband to tell her what’s wrong?  Is she successful?
Scene II
1.  What grounds do the priests and Calpurnia have for Caesar to stay home?

2.  How does Caesar discount the warnings of these people?  What finally convinces him to stay home?
3. What two reasons are provided for why Caesar won’t go to the Capitol?
4. How does Decius manipulate Calpurnia’s dream?  What other methods are used to get Caesar to the Capitol?
5. What decision is made by Caesar?  
Scene III
1.  What plan does Artemidorius have?  What does this show?
Scene IV
1. Why is Portia nervous?  On what does she blame it?  What does she want Lucius to do for her?
2. How are omens and signs viewed by the people in this act?  Is there possible misinterpretation of the signals?  How may this have an effect on the following events?
       3.  How does his relationship with his wife compare to that of Brutus and his wife?

