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Mr. Amodeo
Hamlet: Study Guide

Act II
Scene I
1.  Where is Reynaldo going?  What are his instructions from Polonius?
2.  Why does Polonius send Reynaldo with such orders?  Why is “indirection” (Polonius’ plan) a better way to find information?
3.  What has Hamlet done to upset Ophelia so greatly?  What is a possible cause for his behavior (in your mind)?
4.  How does Polonius interpret Hamlet’s actions?  What does he intend to do with the information?  

Scene II:
1.  Why have Rosencranz and Guildenstern come to Elsinore?
2.  What do Claudius and Gertrude want from these two men?  Why?
3.  Guess at some other reasons for Claudius/Gertrude to charge Rosencranz and Guildenstern with their orders.
4.  How had Fortinbras fooled his uncle?  What deal was made between them?
5.  What request is made of Claudius on behalf of Fortinbras?  What is his reaction?
6.  What does Hamlet’s letter show to the audience?  What does it show the characters in the play? 

7.  What plan does Polonius suggest to test his theory?  Given his plans (both here and before) – what conclusions can we make about Polonius as a character?
8.  How does Hamlet use language against Polonius?

9.  Is Hamlet toying with Polonius or trying to sincerely insult him? Explain your opinion.
10.  What can we figure out about Hamlet’s view of the world and his personal situation from his discussion with Rosencranz and Guildenstern?

11.  Why do Rosencranz and Guildenstern believe Hamlet sees Denmark as a prison?  What do you think is the real reason?  

12.  Is Hamlet accurate in his explanation of why Rosencranz and Guildenstern were sent for?  

13.  Is Hamlet honest to his friends regarding his “madness”?  Do you believe they understand him?

14.  How does Hamlet go about insulting Polonius?  May there be some hint from Hamlet in reference to Ophelia considering his chosen example?

15.  What speech is requested by Hamlet for the players to recite?  How does this speech connect to his situation?

16.  What play is requested for performance?  What do you believe Hamlet wants added to it? (consider whole section)

17.  What upset Hamlet so much about the players and their acting?  Is he right in feeling that he’s a failure? 

18.  How does Hamlet intend to “catch” the king?  Do you believe this will be effective? Explain why.

