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Julius Caesar Act III Study Guide

Scene I
1.  How does Caesar treat the fortune teller?  What do we know that Caesar doesn’t?
2.  Who presents documents to Caesar?  Which does he intend to read first?  Why?
3.  What stops him from addressing the documents?  Why is it important that he doesn’t get to them?    
4.  What effect does Popillius have on the conspirators?  Why?  Is he a threat?    

5.  What do they do to make sure Antony doesn’t try to prevent them?  Who will stab first?
6.  What ploy do the conspirators use to get physically close to Caesar?  What opinion does Caesar show of himself in the moments before his death?
7.  Who stabs first?  Who stabs last?  What are Caesar’s last words?  Why does he then give in?
8.  What happened to Antony?  How do Brutus and Cassius justify the murder?
9.  What does Brutus instruct the conspirators to do?  What does Cassius think about their act?  
10.  What two things have Antony’s servant come to find out?  What reservations are voiced by Cassius?  Does Brutus share them?
11.  What actions are performed by Antony to show he is on their side?  What other motives are behind them?
12.  What makes Cassius question Antony’s motivation?  What is his excuse?  What does Antony want to know?
13.  What request does Antony make?  How does Cassius react?  How does Brutus balance things?  

14.  What instructions are given by Brutus to Antony about speaking?

15.  What does Antony’s soliloquy reveal about his real feelings?  What plan does he have?
16. How does Antony instruct Octavius’ servant?
Scene II

17. How does Brutus deal justify the murder of Caesar?  What does he use to get the crowd on his side?
18. How does Brutus introduce Antony’s speech to the people?  
19.  How does Antony show that Caesar was not ambitious?  Why does he keep repeating that the men are “honorable?”  How does the crowd react to him?
20.  Where does Antony bring the crowd to read Caesar’s will?  What does he do instead?
21.  What does Antony claim was the real cause of Caesar’s death?  
22.  What are the contents of Caesar’s will in terms of the Plebians?  How are things left at the end of the scene?
Scene III

23.  Why is Cinna attacked?  Does he deserve the beating?  What does this show about the people?
End of Act
1.   Now that we see the crowd and their behavior, do Casca’s comments about the commoners being ignorant and easily manipulated ring true?  Why?/Why not?

2.  Look back to the options Brutus vetoed in Act II when he joined the conspirators.  How would they have made a difference in the outcome?  How do his choices now look?
