Early English History:
· Prior to and including the first 1100 years of its recorded
history, Britain suffered a series of invasions due to its
geographical structure and its proximity to the water

· During the times of the cave-dwellers, Stonehenge was
erected, a structure in Salsbury Plain that's purpose is
unclear
· First invaded around 2000 B.C.E. by the Celts that
included the Gaels and Britons

· farmers and hunters
· composed of clans with chieftains

· primarily a barbaric culture
· pagan priests called Druids created hymns,
poetry, historical records, performed ceremonies
at various sites (incl. Stonehenge), studied
astrology, and were judges
· 54/3 B.C.E. Julius Caesar defeated the Britons in
retaliation for aiding the continental Celts, but didn't
settle the country
· 43 C.E. Claudius (a Roman emperor) conquered Briton

•
he brought law, culture, Latin, roads, sanitation
systems, military (Hadrian's Wall), and various
settlements
· due to the decline of the Roman Empire and the fall of
Rome, in 410 C.E. they left Briton to fend for itself

· 449 C.E. another conquest, now by the Jutes (a Germanic
tribe), forced the Celts to either assimilate into their
culture or flee into the highlands of Scotland and Wales.
· They were followed shortly after by the Angles and the
Saxons
Anglo Saxon Culture:
· the social structure returned to the unstable tribal units
where there was rarely any peace, and people were
constantly revenging the deaths of their people
· the main social structure was the mead/tall (mostly a
men's club) with beamed roofs and a large hearth where
men would meet with their king and thanes would sleep
and drink mead (honey based wine)
· the tribes were ruled by warrior kings
· led the people to battle during wartime
· earned respect and loyalty from retainers
(thanes) through battle success
· during peace were "ring-givers" - sharing the
spoils with thanes in return for their service
· in order to be king, they had to be
1. the head of a tribe
2. a descendant of Woden (King of Gods)
•
kings depended on thanes for protection and on
the council of elders "Witenagemot" for guidance
(possibly foundation for the English Parliament)
-
Warriors (thanes/retainers/earls)
•
Lived by a warrior's code which consisted of five
main rules:
1. loyal to the king
2. live by honor and bravery
3. fair play (eye 4 eye and never take a man at a
disadvantage)
4. kinship - never kill your kin
5. strive for 'lor - fame and glory after death -
name known always (immortality)
· remembered through the songs (lays) to be sung
by a scop (literally a shaper) who would entertain
at mead ha Us with tales of great warriors and
kings
· gathered at meadhall for feasts
· Churls (freemen) who held a distinct position in the tribe
probably due to a favor for the people
· Thralls (slaves) not related by blood to the tribe
· Women
· Could own property
· Ruled if husband died
· Wife and eldest daughter would extend
hospitality to the guests of the meadhall
· Able to have considerable power, influence, and
education
· Duties included dairying and textile production
· Marriage was by consent and anything owned
beforehand remained hers
· Family would protect her from a violent husband
-
Justice:
•
Strongest ties were to king and lord

· It was worst to be the last of a tribe to survive in
the brutal and bloody climate of the time
· Kings role was to uphold custom
· To avoid revenge fueled feuds "wergild" (man-
money) was instituted whereby people had a
determined worth based on wealth and social
status
· Wergild was also used to set a fine when there
was someone injured or offended against
-
Religion
•
Initially polytheistic (multiple Gods)
· The king was said to be descended from them
· They include: Tiu (war), Woden (king), Thor
(thunder), and Freia (goddess of the home
which also produced the names of the
weekdays
· They also believed in Wyrd, the goddess of fate
•
Christianity
· Arrived first with the Romans
· St. Patrick spread in Ireland and immigrants
brought it to England
· St. Augustine (in 597) was sent by the Pope to
convert King Ethelbert of Kent
· This brought monasteries in which scribes
made books by hand including religious texts
and the oral literature of the common people
Later Centuries
-
in the 8th and 9th centuries, Danes (Vikings) conquered 3
of the 4 Anglo Saxon kingdoms
-
Alfred the Great (ruler of the fourth - Wessex)
· Epileptic
· Defeated the Danes and arranged a treaty
confining them to the north and east "Danelaw"
· Unified southern and central England and
became bretwalda (king of Briton)
· Stressed education and learning
· Translations into Old English including
history, philosophy, and religion
· Year by year account of English history called
the Anglo Saxon Chronicles
· by 939 Briton was one nation
· 1016 a Dane became king
· 1066 William the Conqueror ended the era by defeating
King Harold at the Battle of Hastings
Development of Language:
Old English
449-1066
Middle English     1066-1485
Modern English   1485 (Renaissance) - Present Day
