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“The Pardoner’s Tale” Study Guide

Background Information:

· Avarice means too great a desire for wealth.  Cupidity means a strong desire, especially for money.

· The Pardoner admits to liking food, clothes, money, and socializing.

· He admits in the Prologue to his tale that he is not a good man but can tell a good story.

· The story takes place in Flanders.  The setting is ironic because the Flemish were notorious for drinking and greed.

· Verbal irony:  a person says one thing while meaning another
· Situational irony:  when the outcome of a situation is the opposite of what some expected
· Dramatic irony:  when the reader or audience knows something that the characters do not know.
Guide Questions:
1. Explain the irony of the proverb “The love of money is the root of all evil” being the focus of the Pardoner’s tale.

2. How many rioters are there?

3. What are the rioters doing in the beginning of the story?

*Tale is set in the time of the Black Death.

4.  What is personified in lines 95-101?

5. “Death is dead” in line 130 is an example of what literary techniques found throughout this tale?

*The old man is weary of life (lines 140-149) and would like to be rid of it, to find ease in death.  In contrast, the young men are so blinded by ease and self-indulgence that they have no appreciation of life.

6.  What is the “gate” that surrounds Death’s house?  (lines 150-152)

7. What did the rioters find instead of Death?

8. Why didn’t the rioters take the gold right away?

9. How did they decide who would get food and wine?

10. Which of the three went for food and wine?

11. What did he (the one sent for food) get from the druggist and why?

12. What did the two rioters who stayed with the gold do when the third arrived and why?

13. What happened to the wine and food?

Insight Questions:
14. Do you think the moral illustrated by the tale still has meaning today?  Why or why not?

15. If Chaucer were writing today, what moral lesson might he choose to illustrate and why?

16. What is the purpose of the old man character?  Explain your answer.

