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Oedipus Rex Study Guide
1.  What is going wrong in the city of Thebes?  What do the people want Oedipus to do?

2.  What observations are made by Oedipus as he addresses the people?  What does he offer to them as comfort?

3.  Why does Oedipus feel he suffers the most?  What has he done already to help?

4.  What information does Creon bring from Delphi?

5.  What does Creon reveal about the death of Laius and the people’s reaction to it?  
6.  What are Oedipus’ motives?  How is there dramatic irony in them?

7.  What is included in the first speech by the Chorus?

8.  What does Oedipus ask for from the people of Thebes?  What will the punishment be for the murderer?
9.  Whom does Oedipus curse?

10.  Who is suggested to assist by the Chorus?  Who is rumored to be guilty?
11.  What is Teiresias’ reasoning for not sharing what he knows?  How does Oedipus prompt him to speak?

12.  Who does Teiresias finally blame?  How does Oedipus react?
13.  What does Teiresias maintain?  What will come of Oedipus when the truth is revealed?

14.  What does Oedipus order Teiresias to do?

15.  How does the Chorus react to the new information from Teiresias?

16.  What draws Creon out to Oedipus?  How does the Chorus explain Oedipus’ comments?

17.  What logic does Oedipus follow to lay the blame on Creon?  

18.  How does Creon attempt to defend himself?  What does he count on to save him?

19.  What does Oedipus order to happen to Creon after the Chorus warns against impulsiveness?  Is this a wise decision?

20.  Who is Jocasta?  What position does she take regarding the argument?

21.  What factors contribute to Oedipus leaving Creon alone for the moment?

22.  How does Jocasta react to Oedipus’ explanation of the situation?  What proof does she site?  What advice does she offer?

23.  What details contribute to Oedipus beginning to become horrified?

24.  What happened to the sole survivor of Laius’ entourage?

25.  Explain Oedipus’ history as shared by him.

26.  What fears have arisen in Oedipus?  What connection is he still missing?

27.  What detail does the Chorus claim may be Oedipus’ savior?  What detail does Jocasta use to continue her resistance of prophesy?

28.  How does the Chorus feel about the new information?

29.  Why does Jocasta make offerings?  

30.  What news is brought by the messenger of Corinth?  What could this mean for Oedipus?

