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Oedipus Rex Study Guide Part II
1.  What fears remain once Oedipus learns of the death of his father?  Given the situation, why are they unlikely?
2.  What does the Corinth messenger reveal about Oedipus’ past?  Summarize his proof.
3.  How does Jocasta’s demeanor shift once the messenger finishes his tale?  How does Oedipus react to her pleas to give up the search?
4.  What drives Jocasta into the palace?  How does Oedipus interpret her action?
5.  What does the Chorus ponder in reaction to the new news?  What does this show about them?  
6.  How is the Shepherd coerced into telling the truth?  What truth does he share?
7.  How does the Chorus express their feelings given the situation?
8.  Summarize the gruesome news reported by the attendant.
9.  How does Oedipus divide the blame for what has happened?  What does he long for?
10.  Why did Oedipus blind himself?  Is his explanation logical?
11.  How does Oedipus react to the arrival of Creon as king?  How does Creon show himself to be a fair king?
12.  What requests are made by Oedipus?  What does he plan to do?
13.  How does Oedipus deal with his daughters?
14.  What warning is provided by the Chorus at the conclusion of the play?
