Mr. Amodeo






English 
Summative Assessment:  Science in Edgar Allan Poe
Essential Question:  How does Poe use science in his short stories? 
I. Goal: SWBAT: 
appreciate the value of Poe’s stories and poems.  
determine the themes of Poe’s literary works.  

research and explain scientific concepts.  

support their positions orally in a presentation.

compare and contrast scientific ideas presented in other literary works to Poe.
II. Role:  Scientific and Literary researcher 
III. Audience: Fellow sophomore classmates
IV. Situation:    In Edgar Allan Poe’s short stories and poems, Poe shows a preoccupation with death and many other scientific topics.  In “The Masque of the Red Death” Poe shows the influence of a pandemic on society.  In the poem “The Raven” Poe uses the Raven as a symbol of death.  We will focus on three of Poe works in particular: “The Masque of the Red Death,” “The Premature Burial,” and “The Raven.”   As a scientist, you are invited to explain and clarify the scientific theories that Edgar Allan Poe used in his influential literary works to a 10th grade literature class.  You may choose one of the following stories and topics.   
A. Life and death and “The Premature Burial” (Can someone appear to be dead?  When are we sure that someone is dead?  Can we come back from the dead? 

B. Ravens and “The Raven” (What do ravens symbolize?  Why does it symbolize this? Why do people hate ravens and crows?  Are ravens smart? How do you know?)
C. Disease and “The Masque of the Red Death” (What was “The Black Death?”  What are the symptoms?  How is it transmitted?  Can something like it happen again?) 
D. Alcoholism and “The Black Cat” (Is alcoholism a disease or a weakness?  Is it hereditary?  Can it be cured?)
Or you may choose another topic and Poe story approved by Mr. Amodeo

V. Procedure: (Parts A and B will count as one test grade each)

A. Create a powerpoint, Prezi or RSA animate 

1. Give a short summary of the story. (two-four paragraphs)
2. Write a reaction paper for the story or poem. (three to four paragraphs.

3. Quote two lines from the Poe story or poem using parenthetical documentation from MLA format that relate to the topic
4. Quote a line from another work of literature that mentions or contains the scientific topic.  How is it shown in the work?  Why is it important to the work?  (eg. Journal of the Plague Year )

5. Write and answer the above questions for your topic.  Add two more of your own questions and answers.

6. Why is this an important topic for humanity to consider?

7. Select three vocabulary words.  Quote the sentences in which they are used.  Define the word.  How does the word contribute to the overall meaning of the story?

8. Include an MLA works cited page.  Each question must have a source to support the answer.  

         B. Present your findings in a conference meeting
In an oral presentation, each of you and a partner will present your findings and summary.  (This project will be done with a partner) 

                        -Each of you will discuss two of the sections of the above 
                        -Explain what the quotation means and why it is important

                                                -Go through each slide of your powerpoint.
C. After listening to the many positions each writer presented, as scientists you will do the following (one quiz grade) each student will create a summary sheet for each student presentation, which will include a list of information from each presentation, answers to the above questions, and which powerpoint was your favorite and why.         

        Standards: RL 9-10.1,2,5  W 9-10.1,2  SL 9-10.1,3,4 
Evidence of misunderstanding:

