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Reading Guide Questions for Edgar Allen Poe’s “The Pit and the Pendulum”
1. What is the narrator dreading when the story begins?
2. Imagery can be defined as: when an author uses such vivid detail and description that you are able to sense or picture what it is he is describing.  How does Poe use imagery in the first paragraph?

3. What does the author use to symbolize angels in the 1st paragraph?

4. What does he mean when he speaks of the, “decent of the soul into Hades?”

5. What does he mean when he says he, “swooned?”  What are the two stages that one goes through when recovering from a swoon?

6. Where is the narrator taken by “tall figures?”

7. What does he see when he first opens his eyes?

8. What are “inquisitorial proceedings?”

9. What is the name of the place in which this story is set?

10. How did the narrator begin to examine his cell?

11. What caused the narrator to fall prostrate, or lying down, and fall asleep?

12. How did the narrator discover the pit?

13. What was in the water that they gave him?  Why do you think that they would have done this?
14. What was the general shape of his prison cell?

15. How did the narrator find himself when he awoke this time?

16. What was the painted figure that he same above him of?  What else did he see above him?

17. What allured the rats to him?

18. What kind of figurative language is the author using when he compares his heart to “the stealthy pace of a tiger?”

19. How did the narrator attract the rats to his bindings?

20. How was the narrator freed?  What is the irony of his sudden freedom?

21. How did they next try to kill him?

22. What happens to the narrator at the conclusion of the story?

