AP English IV
Timed Writing/In-Class Essay Rubric

This rubric is based on the rubrics used to grade the AP English Language Exam essay questions.  It is designed with the understanding that timed writings are essentially rough drafts and it is meant to reward a writer for what she/he does well.  Essays are graded on a 1-9 scale; grade equivalents are included. 

9-8 Demonstrates Competence; Controls Voice and Style These superior papers are specific in their references, sound in their definitions, and free of plot summary that is not relevant to the question. These essays need not be without flaws, but they demonstrate the writer's ability to discuss a prompt with insight and understanding and to control a wide range of the elements of effective composition.  They also demonstrate stylistic maturity by an effective command of syntax, diction, and organization.  At all times, they stay focused on the question and the thesis. These papers reflect stylistic flair and in-depth and original, concrete supporting details.

9—97—particularly full or apt, essays that “sparkle”

8—93—effectively answer the prompt

7-6 Suggests Competence These essays suggest an accurate understanding of the prompt, but are less thorough, less perceptive, or less specific than 9-8 papers. These essays are well-written in an appropriate style, but with less maturity and control than the top papers. They demonstrate the writer's ability to analyze a literary work, but they reveal a more limited understanding than do the papers in the 9-8 range. Some lapses in diction or syntax may appear, but the writing demonstrates sufficient control over the elements of composition to present the writer’s ideas clearly.  Statements are supported by relevant evidence, but with less specificity or effectiveness than in essays in the 9-8 range.

7—87—slightly insightful, complex

6—83—adequate, formulaic, ordinary, yet accurate
5 Inconsistent Discussion of meaning may be unexciting, mechanical, or inadequately related to the chosen details. Typically, these essays reveal simplistic thinking and/or immature writing. They are adequately written, but usually demonstrate inconsistent control over the elements of composition and are not as well conceived, organized, or developed as the upper-half papers. On the other hand, the writing is sufficient to convey the writer's ideas and stay focused on the prompt.  Organization is evident, but it may not be fully realized or particularly effective.

5—75—limited, shallow, surface level
4-3 Suggests Incompetence Discussion is likely to be unpersuasive, unthinking, misguided or underdeveloped.  The meaning they deduce may be inaccurate or insubstantial and not clearly related to the question. Part of the question may be omitted altogether. The writing may convey the writer's ideas, but may lack the specificity to make a convincing argument and may reveal weak control over such elements as diction, organization, syntax, or grammar. Typically these essays contain significant misinterpretations of the prompt; they may also contain little, if any, supporting evidence, and use paraphrase and plot summary at the expense of analysis.  These essays may contain consistent spelling errors or some flaws in grammar.

4—67—may have analyzed, but oversimplified, misunderstood, insufficient

3—63—a little fuller than a 2

2-1 Demonstrates Incompetence These essays  may significantly misunderstand the prompt and are frequently unacceptably brief. They may simply make assertions without evidence, or may simply retell the passage without analysis.  They are poorly written on several counts, including many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics.  Although the writer may have made some effort to answer the question, the views presented may have little clarity or coherence.

2—57—little success in analysis, conventions, may paraphrase, speculate, not answer

1—53—especially vague, very short

